Fracturing rings to understand lantibiotics.
Haloduracin is a bacterially produced antibiotic system of two alkali-stable peptides (Halalpha and Halbeta) that have extensive posttranslational modifications, including lanthionine rings. Now, Cooper et al. (2008) revise the structure of Halbeta and demonstrate that some of the lanthionine rings are not essential for bioactivity.